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disposition very rare at an advanced age. He observed,
'how wonderful it was that they had both been in London
forty years, without having ever once met, and both
walkers in the street too!* Mr. Edwards, when going
away, again recurred to his consciousness of senility,
and looking full in Johnson's face, said to him, ' You*ll
find in Dr. Young,
** O my coevals I remnants of yourselves!"'
Johnson did not relish this at all; but shook his head
with impatience. Edwards walked off, seemingly highly
pleased with the honour of having been thus noticed by
Dr. Johnson. When he was gone, I said to Johnson, I
thought him but a weak man. JOHNSON. 'Why, yes,
Sir. Here is a man who has passed through life without
experience: yet I would rather have him with me than a
more sensible man who will not talk readily. This man
is always willing to say what he has to say.' Yet
Dr. Johnson had himself by no means that willingness
which he praised so much, and I think so justly; for who
lias not felt the painful effect of the dreary void, when
there is a total silence in a company, for any length of
time; or, which is as bad, or perhaps worse, when the con-
versation is with difficulty kept up by a perpetual effort ?
JOHNSON AND WILKES
I AM. now to record a very curious incident in Dr.
Johnson's Life, which fell under my own observation ;
of which pars magnafui^ and which I am persuaded will,
with the liberal-minded, be much to his credit.
My desire of being acquainted with celebrated men of
every description, had made me, much about the same
time, obtain an introduction to Dr. Samuel Johnson and